
Junk Removal Pricing Guide

Establishing the right pricing strategy is fundamental to operating a successful junk removal business.
This guide explores three core pricing methodologies and provides industry benchmark rates to help
you develop a competitive pricing structure that supports profitability and growth.

Three Approaches to Pricing Your Services

1. Volume-Based Pricing
Volume-based pricing remains the most prevalent method in the junk removal industry. This approach
calculates fees based on the amount of truck space occupied by the customer's items, typically
measured in fractions: minimum load, quarter truck, half truck, three-quarter truck, or full truck (ranging
from 45 cubic feet to 480 cubic feet). When you fill your truck completely, any additional items begin a
new pricing tier.

Key Considerations: Experienced crew members can accurately estimate volume on-site, but newer
team members may require training to quote correctly. Many businesses combine volume pricing with a
time component—your base price includes one hour of labor, with additional charges for jobs
exceeding that timeframe.

2. Time-Based Pricing
Time-based pricing offers simplicity by charging customers based on the duration required to complete
the job. This straightforward method requires tracking start and end times accurately to calculate the
total cost.

Important Factors: While simple to implement, this method has drawbacks. Customers don't receive
upfront estimates, and miscalculations can result in undercharging or overcharging. Consider these
variables: property location and accessibility (urban apartment vs. suburban house), required
disassembly work, item weight, and crew size needed. Time-tracking software can improve accuracy
significantly.

3. Weight-Based Pricing
Weight-based pricing provides a more precise approach since the weight of items remains constant.
Charging per pound gives customers a clear final cost, though not necessarily an upfront estimate.
However, you can develop a pricing chart showing typical weight ranges and their associated costs.



Advantages: This scientific method relies on accurate measurements rather than estimates, reducing
guesswork and potential pricing disputes. It works particularly well for heavy items like appliances,
furniture, and construction debris.

Industry Pricing Benchmarks

Below are current market rates across the United States, organized by pricing methodology:

Volume-Based Rates

Truck Capacity Cubic Feet Price Range

Full Truckload 360-480 cu ft $400 - $800

Half Truckload 180-240 cu ft $175 - $375

Quarter Truckload 90-120 cu ft $100 - $175

Minimum Load 45-60 cu ft $70 - $125

Common Item Pricing

Item Type Typical Price Range

Furniture Removal $75 - $375

Appliance Removal $50 - $200

Large Appliances (Washers/Dryers) $70 - $205

Mattress Removal $70 - $120

Piano Removal $300 - $650

Hot Tub Removal $250 - $450

Additional Service Rates

Service Price Range

Hourly Labor Rate $18/hour

Construction Debris Removal $100 - $800

Dumpster Rental (per week) $300 - $800



IMPORTANT DISCLAIMER: The pricing information presented in this guide represents national averages and industry
benchmarks only. These figures are provided as general reference points and should not be adopted without careful

consideration of your specific business circumstances. To establish appropriate pricing for your junk removal operation,
you must thoroughly analyze your local market conditions, competitive landscape, operational costs, labor expenses,
equipment maintenance, insurance requirements, disposal fees, overhead expenses, and desired profit margins. This

baseline data serves as a starting point for developing your customized pricing strategy that reflects your unique business
model and market position.


